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Sir: 



^jplicants agree with the Examiner's statement that 'the prior arts of record taken alone 
or in combination discloses various mediods of testing a semiconductor integrated circuit 
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utilizing a testing device and an interface circuit; however the prior art of record fail to teach the 
novel elements of the instant invention/* 

However, Applicants note that some of the Examiner's reasons for allowance, with 
respect to statements made regarding specific claims, do not precisely track ttie claim language 
therein. 

For example, with respect to claims 1 and 2, Applicants note that the load board interface 
does not itself include a plurality of ii^ut/output nodes as suggested by the Examiner. Rather, 
claim 1 recites that the plurality of sets of interface nodes of the load board interface are 
"configured to connect to corresponding iiq)ut/ou^ut nodes of a semiconductor circuit." Further, 
claim 2 simply recites that the each set of the interfile nodes of the load board interface are 
"configured for electrical coupling with an individual semiconductor integrated circuit." 

Additionally, with respect to claim 6, it is noted that the claim recites "a/ least one" test 
station and "a/ least one" load board interface. 

^plicants further submit that, while the dependent claims are allowable as being 
dependent fiom an allowable base claim, such claims may also include subject matter which 
further defines over the prior art of record. Thus, Applicants submit that the scope of each 
individual claim is to be determined on its own merits based on the Uteral language set forth 
therein and equivalents thereof. 



Respectfully submitted. 
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